4 " 2 Global challenges

Globalisation

‘ ‘ Globalization is a fact, because of technology, because of
an integrated global supply chain, because of changes in
transportation. And we're not going to be able to build a
wall around that. 99

Barack Obama, former US president

What is globalisation?

Globalisation is described as the process by which countries are becoming
increasingly interconnected and interdependent. Although it is not a new
phenomenon, the rate of globalisation has increased dramatically in recent
years. Improvements in transport mean that raw materials and goods can
be shipped rapidly around the world, and people are able to move within
countries and across borders to look for better employment opportunities.
In addition, improvements in mobile communication and the internet have
enabled people to connect and exchange ideas very easily, which means that
the world has shrunk. Globalisation affects us in many different ways, includ-
ing economically, culturally, environmentally, politically and socially.

Some positive effects

Globalisation has positive impacts: it promotes international trade and com-
petition, as protectionist barriers against imports are removed, and it has
contributed to economic stability in many regions. As companies are able to
access cheaper raw materials and labour, this can also be beneficial to local
communities. Some large companies outsource technology-based services
such as call centres to countries where labour is cheaper. This has benefited
local economies, led to poverty reduction, higher standards of living, as
well as improvements in infrastructure and education. Ethically responsible
companies ensure that workers are not exploited but are paid fair wages.
It is also advantageous for consumers as they can purchase goods at lower
prices and have access to a wider range of products.

Thanks to technological advances, awareness of global issues has increased,
thus also facilitating collective action around the world. In addition, it has
become easier for scientists and academics to collaborate on international
research projects.
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Some negative sides to globalisation

At the same time, globalisation has negative impacts: critics say that rich
countries have profited at the expense of developing countries. The forma-
tion of transnational companies (TNCs) has led to the demise of smaller
businesses as well as the homogenisation of culture. The relocation of pro-
duction facilities to countries with cheaper labour costs has led to job losses
in local communities in developed countries.

Although people say that globalisation has led to a greater understanding of
other cultures, it has also caused a loss of cultural diversity, causing people
to lose their traditional identity and languages, as cultures become more
westernised.

Globalisation also impacts the environment. The desire for products that
cannot be locally sourced means that they are often transported across vast
distances at great cost to the environment. In addition, this can lead to the
destruction of natural habitats to make way for infrastructure. Increased
consumption puts pressure on natural resources and companies sometimes
exploit weaker environmental laws.

The human cost of globalisation is also high. On the one hand, people's eager-
ness for cheap products and more choice coupled with companies’ desire for
low production costs means that some people work in deplorable conditions,
and child labour is sometimes used. On the other hand, it has also facilitated
human trafficking, one of today's most pressing human rights challenges.
According to the UN, two thirds of the victims are women and children. Many
are trafficked for sexual exploitation or forced labour. Some are coerced into
criminal activity, and a small number into forced marriages or organ removal.

Globalisation is here to stay. But as the former Secretary-General of the UN,
Kofi Annan, said in a speech at Harvard University in 1998,

€€ /fglobalization is to succeed, it must succeed for poor
and rich alike. It must deliver rights no less than riches.
It must provide social justice and equity no less than
economic prosperity and enhanced communication. 9
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Migration

Migration is the movement of people from one area or country to another.
There are many reasons why people leave their homeland. Some are eco-
nomic migrants, so they leave their country voluntarily in search of a better
job and life. Others are refugees or asylum seekers, who flee their country
because of the threat of persecution, or sometimes they are civilians fleeing
conflicts. And some are environmental or climate migrants, whose homes
become uninhabitable due to climate stressors such as rising sea levels,
severe flooding or persistent drought.

Globalisation has led to an increase in migration. Economic globalisation
has highlighted the inequalities between nations and caused many people
to migrate out of economic necessity and the desire for a better life. As a
result, destination countries have drawn up more restrictive immigration
policies and set immigration quotas. Tighter border controls mean that ille-
gal immigrants often turn to criminal networks and smugglers to help them
reach their destination country. Criminal networks that smuggle people for
financial gain now increasingly control the flow of migrants across borders.
The price is often very high, travelling conditions can be very dangerous and
inhumane, and some lose their lives along migration routes.
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